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OVER 600 PEOPLE IN CRR & URR SENSITIZED ON CLIMATE CHANGE  

In our August Newsletter, we reported that FIOHTG will inten-
sify its campaign on climate change in honouring the life of DK 
Jawara. But this drive is also in fulfillment of the strategic goal 
of the organisation in increasing awareness and building capaci-
ties to address climate change impacts in communities. It is also 
in response to the programme design of the CSPII of the organi-
sation which aims to build a sustainable productive base. There-

fore, climate change sensitization were held in CRR and URR 
were over 600 people were sensitized  

In CRR North, the trainings were conducted by Mr. Lamin 
Sawaneh, the Regional Forestry Officer and facilitated by FI-

OHTG Staff, Alimatou Marong.   Following an interactive ses-
sion when participants knowledge were tested and their interests aroused, an action plan was developed by the communi-
ties of  Mbafafu, Sawma Kunda, Chamen, Kalen Jawo, and Kalen Sainey.  The communities will be planting moringa as a 
result of the training. However, the RFO has stated that “one big obstacle to tree planting by the communities is termite 
infestation of tree nurseries and water shortage...acquisition of seedlings. They have previous planted trees like mango, ba-

nana, cashew, Oranges, but majority have been destroyed. Notwithstanding the communities are still interested in the 

planting of more trees.”  

Meanwhile a similar sensitization took place in Sareh Musa, Mampatayel, Dembanding, Sareh Pateh and Sareh Ali in URR. 

The event was facilitated by Omar T. Cham and the training was led by Mr. Lamin Ceesay, RFO of the URR.   This event 
was also done in a participatory manner whereby the participants’ understanding of climate change was established, this 
was supplemented with the scientific and professional views of climate change. Together, the participants were able to bet-

ter understand and reflect on the impacts of climate change and the mitigating strategies.  Thanks to the training, partici-
pants were able to establish the causal links between climate change and low yields and irregular rain patterns reported Mr. 
Cham. Furthermore, a committee has been established by the communities to help in tackling the menace.  

Three personnel of  FIOHTG, Mr. Faburay, the Country Director, Mr. 

Lamin Sisay, the Finance Officer and Mr. Kemo S. Kinteh, Programme 

Officer have attended Congresses and held meetings with the Gambia 

Groups in Sweden. The Gambia Groups based in Sweden is the key 

partner of FIOHTG, together the various groups formed in different 

cities across Sweden campaign for FIOHTG and help in raising funds 

for development activities in The Gambia. The trio delivered presenta-

tions about the work of FIOHTG while the hosts too took them 

through the work of the Gambia Grupperna. Meanwhile Mr. Kemo S. 

Kinteh will deliver a presentation in Uppsala University in October. 

Updates of the presentation shall be featured in our next edition. 

FIOHTG PERSONNEL  IN SWEDEN MEET PARTNERS 

“Talent wins games, but teamwork and 

intelligence win championships.” 

Michael Jordan 
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A COURTESY CALL TO THE EU AMBASSADOR, HE LAJOS  

The Acting Director of FIOHTG, madam Jainaba T. Sarr 

paid a courtesy call on the EU ambassador to The Gambia, 

H.E Attila Lajos on 20th September 2019. Madam Sarr was 

accompanied by Mr. Yankuba Manneh, Fundraising Officer 

and Mr. Bubacarr M.L Camara, the Senior Programme 

Officer of the Community Development Unit of FIOHTG. 

The meeting afforded the FIOHTG team to inform the am-

bassador about the work of the organisation in rural com-

munities.  

A key theme of the discussion was FIOHTG’s Civic Educa-

tion programmes which is conducted in partnership with 

the NCCE. Other issues discussed included the reform 

agenda and how both may contribute to the process. At the end of the meeting, Madam Sarr thanked the ambassador 

for offering them the opportunity while expressing hope for future partnerships.  

FIOHTG has received Mr. Mambi and Madam Kelly of 

the National Endowment for Democracy in its office. 

The visit was meant to discuss the impacts of past 

projects and to share lessons from the NED funded 

projects. Mr. Camara, Senior Programme Officer of 

the Community Development of FIOHTG stated that 

his unit have been working with NED for many years 

and the partnership has paid dividend. Mr. Manneh, 

Fund raising Officer and Mr. Drammeh who has been 

attached to NED projects expressed similar views 

about NED funded projects. Mr. Drammeh further hailed the community policing, interface dialogue and trainings of 

the district tribunals members as few of the key activities funded by NED to bring positive changes. Mr. Lenn said that 

he is glad that NED has provided funding for a new project as scaling up the activities is necessary to widen the bene-

ficiaries of the project. 

Mr. Mambi thanked FIOHTG for the opportunity to meet and further explained that FIOHTG is receiving aadditional 

funds to serve as the local organizer for a Women’s Conference to be held in Banjul. Madam Sarr, Acting Director 

thanked NED for the trust and assured the NED Team that her organisation will perform beyond expectation as usual. 

FIOHTG RECEIVES NED DELEGATION, TASKED TO ORGANISE WOMEN CONFERENCE 

“Peace, reconciliation and social justice is an 

important prerequisite for sustainable develop-

ment” 

Ebrima Drammeh 
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Community Sensitization on Climate Change and Adaptation Measures in LRR 

In adherence to the Banjul Declaration, Goal 13 of the SDG, 
Future In Our Hands The Gambia in collaboration with the 

regional forestry officers has been conducting sensitizations 
on climate change and adaptation measures.  From 3-7 Sep-
tember, five meetings were held in Misera, Sare Musa, Ban-

tang Nyimaa, Jababa and Sinchu Njengunding  in the Lower 
River Region.  

The event coordinated by Rose T. Mendy of FIOHTG and 
facilitated by Mr. Bakary Dibba of the Forestry Department 
sought to build the capacity of communities to understand 
climate change and the adaptation strategies. During the 5 

day session meaning of climate change, different causes of 
climate change, effects of climate change as well as the ad-
aptation strategies to mitigate the effects of climate change 

were discussed. 
In explaining the potential benefits of the event, the Forest-
ry Officer stated that “most of the communities are partici-
pating in community forestry management for some time 
which is an indication that the outcome of this activity will 
make a dividend by the change of their attitudes towards 
their negative actions against the environment”.  
 
Following the event the communities recommended the 
organising more awareness campaigns, reforestation , col-
laboration with relevant authorities for the enforcement of 

relevant laws, enhancing horticultural production, early 
controlled burning, regular patrols, establishing nurseries 
amongst  others. 

Mr. Omar Cham, Program Officer of FIOHTG with Mr. Alhagie Sanneh, 
and Mr. Amadou Bah of the Cashew Alliance, The Gambia were in 

Fellenkoto and kerr Ardo in LRR to plant 300 cashews in three farms in 
Kerr Ardo and another three hundred plants at the community cashew 

farm in Fellenkoto.                                                     

In each of the communities, the tree planting exercise went with sensi-
tizations by the cashew experts. Communities were informed about 

cashew planting and care. According to Mr. Omar Cham, “this was very important in the sense that caring is so important 
in the whole process.” The initiative will “help communities acquire cashew farms for income generation and to minimize 
climate change effects and impacts” he added.  While we are sensitizing people on climate change impacts, we are also 
helping them to adapt in planting trees resistant to drought as well as income generating trees. Every single tree planted 

helps in the purification of the air. Moreover every leaf extends the span of life. 

Over 600 Trees Planted in 2 Villages by FIOHTG in Collaboration with Cashew Alliance 

“A nation that destroys its soil destroys itself. Forest are the lungs of 
our land, purifying the air and giving fresh strength to our people.”  

Franklin D Roosevelt 
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A 10 DAY BUSINESS MANAGEMENT TRAINING CONCLUDED IN               

MARIA SAMBA NJADOH BY FIOHTG 

FIOHTG’s Community Development Unit has concluded a 10 day 

Business Management Training in Maria Samba Njadoh cluster in the 

North Bank Region. The Training which targeted participants, most 

of them women was meant to equip participants with the skills nec-

essary to develop business concepts, developing sustainable enter-

prises etc. The training was conducted by Mr. Mamud Jallow of IBAS, 

a certified business trainer.  

TRAINING ON BASIC HEALTH AND FIRST AID TREATMENT HELD IN 10                   

COMMUNITIES 

A 5 day training on Basic Health Education and First Aid Admin-

istration has been concluded in Kerr Ardo, Maria Samba 

Njadoh, Toro Tayam and Biram Kumba in the North Bank Re-

gion. The event which brought together dozens of participants 

in the communities had focused on improving health status 

through awareness creation. Meanwhile a similar training was 

held in Samba circuit in Region 3. the trainings were coordinat-

ed by our Halimatou Marong and Rose Mendy both of the 

Community Development Unit.  

Mr. Kebba Jobe, Programme Officer at the School Development 

Unit of FIOHTG has returned from the Coordinating Committee 

Meeting (CCM) held in Region 3, the North Bank Region. The CCM 

is an annual event of MoBSE organized to discuss issues facing the 

education sector. Over the years, FIOHTG has been regularly invit-

ed to the occasion as the organisation is a key stakeholder in the 

sector. We spoke to Kebba Jobe who just returned from the event as 

a delegate of FIOHTG.   

EDITOR: Hi, Kebba tell us about the CCM.                                                                                                                                    

K. Jobe: “The CCM is a meeting where stakeholders discussed issues affecting the education sectors, adopt corrective 

measures and ensure that they are implemented…”                                                                                                                                                

EDITOR: Why is FIOHTG invited? 

K. Jobe: “We were invited because we are a major stakeholder through our Construction and Technical Unit (we build 

schools) and the School Development Unit which trains teachers.” 

EDITOR: Were there any issues to be addressed as a result of our work in training teachers and building 

schools? 

K. Jobe: “No. Schools that benefit from our intervention have been visited and the team was satisfied. If there were 

issues they would have been raised for corrections.  The stakeholders have been appreciative of our work and we will 

continue to upheld the standards we are known for.” 

EDITOR: Thank you for the information 

FIOHTG’s KEBBA JOBE RETURNS FROM CCM 
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Contact Information 

Do you have a story or an event for the next newsletter?  

If so, we would like to  hear from YOU!  

Thank you for your support! 

https://www.facebook.com/Future-In-Our-Hands-The-Gambia-254950791211816/

